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Two Masses For First Communion Students July 12 
After a two-month 

delay due to restric-

tions mandated by the 

Diocese of Reno as a 

result of the coronavi-

rus pandemic, twenty 

boys and girls of St. 

Patrick’s will finally receive their First 

Communion. 

 Observing social distancing, as 

well as limiting the number of indi-

viduals present in the church at one 

time to 50, in accordance with dioce-

san guidelines, two different First 

Communion Masses are scheduled for 

Sunday, July 12. Only families of the 

First Communion recipients will be 

allowed to attend. 

 One-half of the number of First 

Communion recipients will attend a 

12:30 p.m. Mass, and the rest of the 

group will receive their First Com-

munion at a 2 p.m. Mass. Receptions 

in the parish hall will follow each 

Mass.  

 First Reconciliation for the chil-

dren will also occur on two different 

afternoons: Saturday, July 4, from 

3:45-4:45 p.m., and Saturday, July 11, 

from 3:45-4:45 p.m. First Communion 

students will need to attend only one 

of the two sessions. Families can de-

termine which afternoon will work 

best for them. 

 During the two months of the 

church closure during which parish 

services, ministries, and other activi-

ties were suspended, the instructors of 

the First Communion classes kept in 

touch with First Communion students 

and their parents via the internet. The 

youth were encouraged to practice 

saying their prayers—The Lord’s 

Prayer, the Hail Mary, the Glory Be, 

the Act of Contrition, the Guardian 

Angel, and the Prayer to St. Michael. 

  The First Communion teachers are 

Katy Loop, Theresa Falani, and Mary 

Thomas. 

 “This is a remarkable group of stu-

dents who were always happy to at-

tend CCD,” Katy remarked. “They 

were eager to learn more about their 

church and why we do what we do as 

Catholics.” 

 God bless, and congratulations to, 

the First Communion students and 

teachers! May the Lord continue to 

guide and inspire the children along 

their faith journeys! 

Dedicated First Community instructors 

found innovative ways to keep in touch 

with their students during the church clo-

sure due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

Pictured, from left to right, are Katy 

Loop, Theresa Falani, and Mary Thomas. 

Katy Loop Offers Insight 

According to Katy Loop. One of the 

instructors of the First Communion 

students, one of the biggest challenges 

was communicating with them. Six 

newsletters were created and emailed 

or texted to the First Communion 

families during the two-month church 

closure. “My goal,” Katy said, “was 

not only keeping families informed 

but also encouraging our students to 

focus on what they had been learning 

in CCD and to help them be prepared 

to receive First Communion when we 

were allowed to attend Mass again.”  

The newsletters included translations 

into Spanish for the benefit of the His-

panic families/students. Each newslet-

ter included the prayers to practice as 

well as links to songs used in the CCD 

class to assist in learning the prayers, 

Easter activities, etc. “Our newsletters 

averaged 80 views each,” Katy added, 

“which meant families were opening 

them and clicking on the links multi-

ple times.” 

Mass Mailing Not Received By Everyone 
It has come to the attention of the St. Patrick’s parish office staff 

that a number of parishioners did not receive the four-document 

mailing that was attempted to be sent to every household in the 

parish prior to the re-opening of the church for public Masses in 

early June. Although the mailing was intended to reach all regis-

tered parishioners, we apologize to those who did not receive the 

envelope and, therefore, were not aware of current developments at St. Patrick’s 

during the coronavirus pandemic. The mailing included the following docu-

ments: A diocesan checklist of requirements to re-open for public Masses; a 

May 22 letter from St. Patrick’s pastor, Father Antonio Quijano, Jr. (can be 

viewed on St. Pat’s website at www.stpatricksparish.org under “News and 
Events”); a beautiful description of why parishioners should wear face masks 

while attending Mass (see page 2 of this newsletter); and the May 2020 issue of 

the parish newsletter (can be accessed on the home page of St. Pat’s website). 

Parish office staff will research why a small group of parishioners did not re-

ceive the mass mailing despite efforts to make sure everyone was included. 
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Compassion is an act of tolerance where 

kindness and forgiveness reign. When we make 

the compassionate choice, we enhance the 

dignity of each individual, which is the very 

essence of loving them. 

—- Leo Buscaglia 

I want you to know that I 
am educated enough to 
know that I could be as-
ymptomatic and still give 
you the virus. 

No, I don’t “live in fear” of the virus; I just want to 
be part of the solution, not the problem. 

I don’t feel like “the government is controlling 
me;” I feel like I’m being a contributing adult to 
society and I want to teach others the same. 

The world doesn’t revolve around me. It’s not all 
about me and my comfort. 

If we could all live with other people’s considera-
tion in mind, this whole world would be a much 
better place. 

Wearing a mask doesn’t make me weak, scared, 
stupid, or even “controlled;” it makes me consid-
erate. 

When you think about how you look, how un-
comfortable it is, or what others think of you, just 
imagine someone close to you – a child, a fa-
ther, a mother, a grandparent, an aunt, or an 
uncle – choking on a respirator, alone, without 
you or any family member allowed at bedside. 

Ask yourself if you could have sucked it up a 
little for them. 

Wearing A Mask Is An Act of Love 

Just For Fun: Coronavirus One-Liners (Groaners) 

Finland has just closed its borders, so nobody will be crossing 

the Finnish line. 

Due to the quarantine, I’ll be telling only inside jokes. 

I ran out of toilet paper, so I had to start using old newspapers. 

Times are rough. 

The grocery stores in France look like a tornado hit them. 

All that’s left is de brie. 

What do you call panic-buying of sausage and cheese in Ger-

many? A Wurst Kase scenario. 

So many coronavirus jokes out there—it’s a pundemic! 

Joanie’s Pantry Open 

Joanie’s Pantry has re-opened 

on Fridays from 10-11 a.m. at 

the parish hall. Distribution of 

food bags occurs at the back 

door to the kitchen (located to 

the left of the parish office 

outside door on Tedford 

Lane) and in the parking lot. 

Individuals are asked to wear 

face masks when picking up 

their food bags in order to 

comply with diocesan direc-

tives. The parish office itself 

remains closed until further 

notice.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP QUICKLY SANITIZE THE CHURCH AFTER 
MASSES DURING THE WEEKEND AND ON  WED. & FRI.  CALL THE PARISH OF-

FICE AT 423-2846 IF YOU CAN ASSIST. 


